
The God Who Searches Me 

Psalm 139 — Week 4: Known, Present, Formed, Searched 

Sermon Content 

1- Recap: The Journey Through Psalm 139 

Because here's the truth: a God who only knows you, is only present with you, and 
only designed you, but never searches you? That's not the God of the Bible.  
 

Week 1 — The God Who Knows Me (vv. 1-6): Fully known, fully loved. 

Week 2 — The God Who Is Everywhere (vv. 7-12): No place beyond His presence. 

Week 3 — The God Who Formed Me (vv. 13-18): Fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Week 4 (Today) — The God Who Searches Me (vv. 19-24): Holiness that examines 
the heart. 

2- The Weight of Holiness 

David's hatred is a reflection of God's own hatred of what corrodes and destroys 
what He loves. It's not about David disliking people who annoyed him. It's about 
being aligned with God's heart against evil itself.   
 

David's words in vv. 19-22 sound intense, because holiness is intense. God is love, 
but love is not His only attribute; He is also holy and just. Proverbs 6:16-19 lists 
things God hates: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, violent hands, a scheming heart, 
feet quick to evil, a false witness, and one who stirs up conflict. These are everyday 
sins — pride, lying, gossip, discord — not distant, exotic evils. Both truths must stand 
together: God loves us completely, and He hates sin completely. 

3- Grace at the Cross 

At the cross, God didn't lower His standard of holiness to accommodate His love for 
us, He satisfied His holiness through the sacrifice of His Son, so His love could reach 
us fully and freely.   
 

The same God who hates sin loved us enough to deal with it. Jesus bore every sin 
from Proverbs 6's list — and every sin not listed — in His own body on the cross. 
The cross is where perfect holiness and perfect love meet without contradiction: 
justice satisfied; love extended freely. We come to Communion not out of guilt, but 
out of gratitude — not because we've cleaned ourselves up, but because He has 
cleansed us completely. 

4- The Courageous Prayer 

The search isn't the end goal. The search is the doorway to being led.  
 

David turns the searchlight inward: 'Search me, God... test me... see if there is any 
offensive way in me' (vv. 23-24). This is courageous — inviting the holy God into 
every hidden room of the heart. Like an MRI, God's search isn't meant to condemn 



but to heal. David opens every door, not just the comfortable ones. The search is the 
doorway to being led — 'lead me in the way everlasting.' 

5- Consecration and the Invitation 

The Holy Spirit convicts, but He doesn't leave us there, He fills us, strengthens us, 
and produces His fruit in us so that consecration isn't just a decision we make once, 
but a life we're enabled to live day by day.   
 

God searches us not to condemn, but to consecrate — to set us apart as holy (1 
Peter 1:16). The Spirit who convicts also empowers us to change and live differently. 
Holiness is not pursued in our own strength but produced in us day by day by the 
Spirit. Take a moment now: pray David's prayer as your own, and respond to 
whatever God brings to the surface. 

Discussion Questions 

For personal reflection or group discussion 

1. Why do you think our culture (and sometimes our churches) tend to emphasize 
God's love while downplaying His holiness? 

2. Look at the list in Proverbs 6:16-19. Which of these does God bring to mind most 
clearly in your own life right now? 

3. How does the cross hold together both God's hatred of sin and His love for 
sinners? Why does this matter for how we approach God? 

4. David asks God to search 'any' offensive way in him, not just the ones he already 
knows about. What makes this kind of open, all-access prayer difficult to pray? 

5. How is God's 'search' different from condemnation? How can remembering this 
change the way you respond when conviction comes? 

Key Takeaways 

Main points to remember and apply 

1. God is both fully loving and fully holy — both truths must be held together. 

2. The cross is where God's justice against sin and His love for sinners meet 
completely. 

3. Inviting God to 'search me' is an act of courage and trust, not fear. 

4. God's searching aims at healing and consecration, not shame or condemnation. 

5. Holiness is not achieved alone — the Spirit who convicts also empowers us to 
change. 
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